Addressing
violence against
women In Russia
and Belarus

perspective



Center ANNA :

25 years of networking

ANNA is widely recognized nationally
and internationally. The organization
has a good reputation both domestically
and abroad. Over 150 regional non-
governmental and governmental
agencies focused on the issues of
violence against women are active
members of

ANNA National Network against
Violence. Since 2000 ANNA has been a
Russia focal point for the European
Network - WAVE (Women against
Violence Europe).







Current situation
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National Helpline

Free helpline for women
suffering from violence

1992-2014 Moscow
helpline

National Helpline
established with support
from AVON in 2014




There is No excuse
for domestic violence

= Center ANNA
developed and
distributed over five
million of
educational
materials — posters,
brochures, stickers
and safety cards for
women, and for the
general public as a
part of the national
educational
campaign “There is
No excuse for
domestic violence”
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What results we were able to
achieve in the past over 25 years?




Change in terminology

In the beginning of
90-s there was no
term for domestic
violence in Russian
language.

First time we used
the term in our
educational campaign
“There is No excuse
for domestic violence”

Now it is a well-
known term




Change in public
opinion:

= Was: every second
person considered
domestic violence being
a private matter and
that a state should not
intervene in it

= Now: according to
BLINOM (2017) :

= 79% of respondents
said that violence in
a family is not
acceptable.

= 73% of respondents
consider DV to be a
very serious problem




Changes:

= Was: 700 calls to
the helpline in one
year in 1993

= Now: 32000 calls to
the National
Helpline




Changes:

= The number of state
funded shelters increased
three times between 2009
and 2017

= Addressing domestic
violence became a part in
the National Strategy of
action in the interest of
women (2017-2022)




'BELARUS



o Women suffering from domestic
» violence in belarus (UNFPA, 2018)

psychological
violence

violence
by partner
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Development of law preventing

domestic violence in Belarus

2001 — first draft did not pass through the
Parliament’s committees

2009 — definition of “domestic violence” introduced
into law-enforcement legislation, but not in Criminal
or Administrative Codes

2014 — provision on restriction order with possibility
of eviction of a perpetrator up to 30 days (annually
7,000 orders issued)

2017-2018 — concept of a draft law elaborated by
the Ministry of Internal Affairs in cooperation with UN
and women’s CSOs, including Gender Perspectives

October 5, 2018 President Lukashenko criticized the
concept and the work has stopped

4
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2017 — President instructed
law-enforcement to elaborate
measures to address domestic
violence

ﬂyxamenxo: : "bopbba ¢ Hac-nnem
TS Ayps ¢ 3anagal” NE

A law against domestic violence is

October 5, 2018

“We” (Belar_usians?}should_ come from our own traditions and
bring up children the way it should be even when it means
using violence, because

Mr. Lukashenko by his own words often punished his elder
son.

Borrowing some family traditions from “them” (Westerners)
sounds worthy of judgement, because
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MAJOR GAPS AND CHALLENGES

Domestic violence
seems to be in line with
traditions
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National information campaign within UN
trust fund and UNFPA funded project







